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NEW DIRECTOR APPOINTED 


he Rev. Canon Geoffrey Smith 
has accepted the post of Director. 
He will start on 1st March. 


Geoff is 54, is married to Janet, and 
they have four children and a grandson. 
He is currently Residentiary Canon 
and Vice-Provost at Bradford 
Cathedral. In the past he has worked 
in Birmingham, as Director of the 
Centre for Applied Christian Studies, 
at Westhill, and as Team Leader of 
Birmingham Drugs Prevention 


Initiative. He has also done parish 
work in Sheffield, Manchester, 
Carlisle and Newcastle, where he 
also had a spell as Diocesan Social 
Responsibility Adviser. 


Geoff has wide experience of 
strategic development and major 
fund-raising. He has also been 
involved in a major interfaith project 
in Bradford. Geoff worked as a civil 
servant before his ordination training, 
and was ordained priest in 1970. 


WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT 1999 


embers from throughout 

England, as well as Scotland, 

assembled at Musselburgh for 
the World Chain of Light in December. 
They were joined by others from 
Belgium and Germany for the 
International Peace Project, hosted by 
the Scottish Region. A total of over fifty 
people made the event quite special. 


The venue was Loretto School, 
Scotland's oldest boarding school. 

Toc H has an historic link to it through 
Major Buchanan-Dunlop, a former 
pupil and later Bursar, and supporter 
of Tubby Clayton in the early years 

of Toc H. Hospitality at 
the school was very good 
and the chapel proved a 
fine setting for the 
Ceremonies and Vigil. 


Fourteen members kept 
the Vigil, which was 
started by Bert Hill (the 
senior member present) 
and ended by Cate 
Leonard, (the youngest). 
Jacques Ryckebosch of 
Talbot House spoke of the 
horrors of the Great War 
and the hopes for 


Visiting elderly people in residential care during 
International Project Musselburgh - December 1999. 


reconciliation and peace raised by the 
Christmas Truce in 1914. 


As part of the International project 
the young volunteers visited elderly 
people in care, (see photo) talking 
with them and taking small gifts of 
Belgian chocolate. 130 such gifts 
were distributed. 


The whole event was thoroughly 

* enjoyed, and the international 
partnership looks set to continue,. 
VDK, the German organisation in the 
partnership, is inviting all concerned 
to join them in Berlin in 2000. 


The appointment, though made by 
the CEC, requires the formal approval 
of Central Council. There is to be a 
special meeting of the Central Council, 
for this purpose, on Sunday March 
11th, at Alison House, Cromford in 
Derbyshire. This will co-incide with the 
Regional Officers Conference taking 
place there that week-end. 


An interview with Geoff appear on 
page 3 of this issue. We extend a 
very warm welcome to him. 


Toc H 


Toc H Is about people. Founded In 1915, 
Toc H works to break down barriers 
between people by challenging thelr 
prejudices about others and the divisions 
which exist in society. Its work Is based 
on Christian principles, and people of all 
faiths, and of none, are welcomed. 

Toc H works with people from all walks 

of life, tackling social problems, such as 
loneliness and deprivation, through an 
approach which emphasises self-help, and 
encourages people to accept responsibility 
for themselves and their local community. 
Toc H uses the model of the compass to 
offer four personal challenges which are 
the inspiration for its members. 

These ‘Four Points of the Compass’ are 
set out on page 2. 

Our Vision is of a Mavement 
‘Building better communities by 
reaching out to all In friendship and 
service, confronting prejudice, and 
practising Christian values’. 

Toc H is a registered charity Na 211042. 


IN THIS ISSUE: 
Face to Face with Geoff Smith. 


Point 3 Reader Survey. 
Working with Offenders. 
Toc H Afloat. 
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STAFF NEWS: POINT 3 READER SUR /E‘\ 


Point 3 has been in its new, black-and-white, 8 page, format since 
September 1998. There is due to be a review soon, by the CEC. 

To assist this, readers are invited to send in their replies to diese 
questions. If you want to do so, we suggest you photocopy it and 
send in the photocopy to avoid having to cut into the magazine itself. 


We say farewell, and thanks, to 
Tom Elliott, who retired from the 
staff at the end of 1999. 

We wish him and Pam well for 
their retirement. 


Please tick your answers: 


LAMPS AND 


BRANCH CLOSURES 1. Not counting the front page, the first part | turn to is: 
a) The back page ‘Noticeboard’ C 

Hitherto it has been a rule that, on b) The Letters page 
the closure of a branch, lamps (and ©) The Tributes and Obituaries O 
branch banners) must be returned d) The list of New Members E 
to Central Services. The CEC has a) Tha newsvon'paoes!4ancis g 
a E A 5 ees f) The article or interview on page 3 mi 
A eee lor barges a s g) The notices and internal matters on page 2 mi 
branch which closes to be displayed 

in a local church, or Heritage centre. 

onetan EiS dadas 2. | usually read: 

wever, it must be made 
a) All O bovenaf O © Underhaif O 
that these items are on loan, and ; 
d) Hardly any O e) None E of each issue. 


remain the property of Toc H. 

Any branch doing this must write 
to Central Services with details of 
the location of the lamp/banner and 


3. Is there anything you feel is missing (please be brief) 


SLUM SSS eNe 4. Is there anything you feel we should drop? 


The Four Points of the Compass are: 
. Friendship - ‘To Love Widely‘ - 5 
to welcome all in friendship, 
. Service - ‘To Build Bravely’ - 
to give personal service. 
. Fairmindedness - 'To Think Fairly’ - 
to listen always to the views 6. Bearing in mind that larger print means less room for material, 
of others and to find one's 
own convictions. | think the print size is: 
. The Kingdom of God - ‘To Witness a) Too big E b) About right G 
Humbly' - to acknowledge the 
sointia matüre:dfiman topractice c) A bit too small L d) Much too small [] 
the Christian way of life, and to 
help the truth to prevail. DI 2 
Polnt 3 is the magazine of Toc H. It takes amieucd 
its name from the 3rd Point of the Toc H a) Under 30 b)30-490 os50o-6s90 a) over 70L] 
Compass, 'Fairmindedness'. It seeks to 
inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 
Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central If you want to give your name, please do so here (but we are happy to 
Services, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, receive anonymous replies). 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 
Tel: 01296 623911. Fax: 01296 696137 
E-mail: Info@toch.org.uk 
Letters Editor : Ken Prideaux-Brune. Please send your photocopied survey to the Editor at Central Services 
Next copy deadline: 17th March 2000. by no later than the end of February. 


A full copy of the current editorial policy 
is available on request from the Editor. 


The opinions expressed are those of the Welcome to our New Members 


individual concerned and not necessarily 


. Is there anything you feel we should have more of? 


the views of the Editor or of Toc H. Brian Bertie - Sheffield Graham Shaw - S.E. Region 

While Point 3 Is made available to all David Gibbs - Eltham Albert Small - Birmingham District 
members free of charge, voluntary Arthur Light - Long Eaton Geoffrey Smith - N.E.Region 
contributions are welcome. Stephen Undrill, Tovah Undrill - Andrew Strang - Cosby 


The Editors reserve the right to cut Elmstead Market 


or précis articles and letters submitted ° 
unless the writer specifically stipulates Guest or Junior Members 
otherwise. 
Printed on chliorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 


Milanka Barker, Robert Barker, Anita Osler, Anthony Osler - S.E.Region 
Damien Burgess, Dominic Cain, Leanne Graham - Rushden 
Douglas Harpin, Flona Hyde, 
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FACE TO FA 


nn Puddicombe, Vice-Chair of the CEC, recently 
visited Geoff, our new Director, at his home. 
We asked her to find out a little more about the 


man we have asked us to lead us over the next years. 
She writes: 


Geoff was born at Ashton-under-Lyne, and spent most 
of his young life in that area. He worked for a time as a 
civil servant, but then, in his mid-twenties, was 
ordained. | asked him whether 
there had been a particular event 
which had moved him towards 
this, and he told me that he had 
been strongly influenced by the 
example of a curate who came 
to the church he was involved 
with. This left him with a 
singularly impressive, persistent 
feeling of vocation. 


In all his former roles - pastoral, 
in the voluntary sector and in 
the civil service - Geoff has had 
significant responsibility for 
managing people and projects. 
in his current role at Bradford 
he has set up a project called 
‘Lifeforce’ which gave him the 
opportunity to work with people 
across the whole spectrum of faiths. One aspect of it is 
called ‘Lifelines’ and looks at the impact of faith on the 
critical events of human life. ‘There is more to bring faiths 
together than to divide them’, he said. ‘If we are to build 
a more human and better society then meeting points 
have to be found which transcend the boundaries’. 


Although Geoff knew something of Toc H from his time 
at Salisbury Theological College, he first met it face-to- 
face while working as Diocesan Social Responsibility 
Adviser in Newcastle. At the time former staff member, 
David Mayhew, was setting up the UCANDUIT Project. 
Geoff was struck at the time by how the organisation 

’ has been able to re-invent itself from time to time to 
respond to social need in a useful and practical way. 


He was attracted to the job of Director because he sees 
it will be a job that is, at the same time, demanding and 
fulfilling. It was quite by chance that he came across the 
advertisement, and it was the strap-line ‘Build our 
ability to break down barriers’ which attracted him, as 
he believes that an inclusive society is critical for our 
future. As he leamt more about Toc H he discovered 
that the focus and purpose of the Movement lie very 
close to his heart. 


Geoff has already become a member. | asked hi 
he had felt able to join so quickly, and his initial 
response was ‘Kt felt right’. As he had read all the 
information he had been sent, he had become excited 
about what Toc H stands for and seeks to do. In tems 
of his Christian faith, he is much more concemed 

about how he expresses this in action. He discovered 
that here was an organisation which seemed to be 
promoting the idea that you can change the word by 
tackling small issues at local 
level. He sees his candidacy for, 
and acceptance of, the post of 
Director as making a significant 
commitment to Toc H; becoming 
a member is his way of saying 

‘| want to be fully part of it’. 


So what was it that most 
interested him about Toc H as 
he began to explore it? It was 
the combination of a ‘movement’ 
with a ‘service organisation’. 

Toc H appeared to be saying 

‘we need a better world, and if 
you become involved with us 
then you will actually be helping 
to create it’. 


| ended by asking him what he 
felt was the most important thing Toc H has to offer 
society today. He replied ‘Promoting the value of small 
acts of kindness’. He believes Toc H has a wonderful 
capacity for doing this. Whatever the particular focus 

of a project is, it is the relationships that are built within 
it that are the key. This was particularly demonstrated 
for him when he read about the project last summer in 
Grendon Prison. 


‘Active citizenship’ he said, ‘is at the heart of Toc H. The 
promotion of active citizenship and social inclusion are 
two things which Toc H has which can help unlock doors 
which create barriers for people’. 


l left feeling enthused by his thoughts about Toc H. 
I am sure we shall hear much more about ‘small acts 
of kindness’. 


‘If we are to build a better society, 
then meeting points have to be found 


which transcend the boundaries’ 


TOC Fi 


enny Banks, Development Officer with the Cheshire 
Families under Pressure Scheme, reports on the regular 
barge week-ends on the Cheshire Ring of Canals. 


Many readers will have seen Events in the annual 
programme entitled ‘Rosie and Jim’. As they have been 
running now for some years, it seemed time to write this to 
say what has been achieved. By a rough calculation over 
130 people have experienced a Cheshire barge weekend. 
Each will have memories which they will carry for ever. 


So, why a barge? It is cramped, you have no private space, 
everyone spends the week-end ‘squeezing’ down the length 
of the barge past each other (or out in all weathers chatting 
to the driver or having a quick cigarette) and you have to 
make wonderful meals for 10/12 in the smallest kitchen 
ever! Well, that is exactly why they succeed. It may not 
sound like fun to everyone, but nothing helps to bring a 
group together more than putting them into a confined 
space. There is no TV, and no newspaper to read; it is the 
perfect ‘get away from it all’. Some members admit they 
appreciate the opportunity to get away from Winsford for 
the weekend. Many have said that they leave the pressures 
at home and can forget about everything. The pressures 
may still be there when they return, but they are sufficiently 
refreshed to look at things in different ways. 


As facilitator of these weekends it is interesting to see the 
group develop. On Friday | collect the nervous teenagers, 
who are not sure whether they really want to come or not, 
and | take them to the boatyard to meet equally nervous 
volunteers! After loading food and luggage and finding beds, 
the life jackets go on, safety checks take place and we set 
off. The engine noise can be unsettling at first, but it is soon 
drowned by the boom-boom of the music the kids supply. 
After the first meal (a pre-prepared ‘Spaghetti Bolognese’) 
we spend the first evening getting to know each other and 
breaking the ice. We usually get to bed very late! 


On Saturday we set off at crack of dawn, reach Bamton by 
mid-morning and finally moor at Middlewich for the night. 
The Navigation Pub at Middlewich now knows us well and 
we always get a warm welcome. On one weekend we had 
an 18-year old man in a wheelchair who had never been to a 


AFLOAT 


pub without his parents, and he wanted to go to the bar to 
buy his first drink ever. That moment was eee to see, 

and he could hardly drink it due to the beaming smile on his 
face! We had given him the chance to behave like any other 


18-year old. 


During the homeward voyage, on the Sunday, | give everyone 
a postcard on which they can write little messages about 
each person. Everyone is so pleased to get their card with its 
nice comments. By the time we get back to the boatyard 
everyone is getting restless at the thought of saying 
goodbye. After a lot of hugs and the swapping of telephone 
numbers, we say goodbye. Sometimes people meet up again, 
but | am not sure if we shall see two young women from 
Belgium again - but if you read this article, girls, thanks for all 
the hard work ..and come back soon! 


It is only a short week-end, but we have given people 
something they will keep for a long time. Friendship, 
happiness, fun and a hug are guaranteed! 


We are always fund-raising to try to make sure we do at 
least four week-ends a year. If you want to know more, or 
to know anything else about the Families under Pressure 
Scheme, please contact me. 
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Captain Phil. 


Working with 
Offenders 


An initiative by Walsall Branch 


ince Toc H first created the path 

for disabled people on Cannock 

Chase, Walsall branch has taken 
on the task of maintaining the path 
and surrounds. They do this every 
Saturday, rain or shine (or snow)! 


Recent Government legislation has set 
up Young Offender Teams (YOTs). This 


scheme gives ‘minor’ young offenders 
the opportunity to receive a second 
caution from the police (known as 
‘Caution Plus’) with the added factor 
of some form of reparation. If the 
victim does not want reparation, then 
some form of community service can 
be done instead. 


Walsall Branch and the Cannock Chase 
project contacted the local police 
representative on the YOT scheme to 
see if some youngsters could help. 
They have now had two such days. 
On the first one boy and two girls 
attended. Though properly clothed, 
they made it clear they were not over- 


thrilled to be there. By the end of the 
day, though, after mixing with branch 
members and helping with pond- 
clearance and installation of a tapping 
rail, their attitude changed. At the end 
they asked if they could come again. 
On the second occasion two new boys 
and one new girl came, as well the 
two girls from the first day. They all 
assisted with general maintenance but 
could not work on the pond as it was 
frozen. All seemed to benefit. 


The branch members feel uplifted 
that the Cannock Chase project is 
benefiting both people with 
disabilities and YOT youngsters. 
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ust a year ago, on 18th February 

1999, Pam Ayres gave a concert 

for Toc H in Taunton. Two 
weeks later she gave Toc H some 
welcome publicity on her radio 
programme. Thousands will have 
heard it - and no doubt a few people 
were moved to respond is some way. 
One of these was Eileen Stockwell, 
who lives in Hampshire. 


Eileen was moved by what she 
heard, and felt she would like to 
help Toc H. Despite suffering with 
arthritis, she is a keen walker, so 
she decided she would offer to do a 
sponsored walk for us. She rang the 


A Good Year 
at Lindridge 


1999 was a very successful year for 
Lindridge. The support of local 
organisations and Toc H branches 
enabled Lindridge to welcome a range 
of people from widely diverse 
backgrounds. MENCAP SENSE, 
Gingerbread and inner-city families are 
just some of the groups who have 
stayed at the house. Four week-long 
Toc H residential projects, and a number 
of Toc H branches and groups, have 
meant that a large proportion of the 
nights enjoyed at Lindridge were 

Toc H in flavour and spirit. Highlights 
included a carers’ holiday, enjoyed by all, 
and a traditional Christmas for a group 
staying at the house. 


Trinity School, from nearby Teignmouth, 
put much time and effort into 
transforming the gardens, and finished 
in time to provide a fine display for the 
summer. Devon Probation Service 
renovated the patio and barbecue, and 
continue working in the grounds today. 


Students from Seale-Hayne, part of the 
University of Plymouth, drew up 
management plans for the grounds, 
providing a springboard for projects 
and, along with the barn conversion, a 
focus for all involved at Lindridge. 


2000 promises to be a successful year. 
Bookings are up on this time last year 
and many groups are returning - the 
finest recommendation there is. 


READ ON THE WATER 


BBC, who put her on to Central 
Services. They, in turn, put her in 
touch with Tony Flint, Secretary of 
Fareham branch, where Eileen lives. 


Six months after the programme 
Eileen duly did her walk for Toc H, 
with organisational back-up from 
Fareham branch. She walked from 
her home in Fareham to Queen 
Alexandra Hospital, in Corsham, and 
back again, a distance of 12 miles, 
in 2 3/4 hours. As a result, Toc H 
received £207 for its work. 


Eileen is now a regular attender at 
Fareham Branch, and they hope that 


= 


she will become a member in the 
very near future. We offer our 
congratulations and thanks to Eileen, 
and renewed thanks to Pam Ayres! 


IN BRIEF - 
Reports of events undertaken during ‘Toc H 
Week’ still trickle in to Central Services. 

Among them a report that Elmstead Joint 
Branch ran a special raffle to help the Over 
‘60s Club, and also got themselves a 


mention in the local ‘Upmarket' magazine. 


Alan Clarkson, of the Stockport Toc H 

Children's Camp, says they particularly 
enjoyed the international flavour of the 
volunteer team Ee 
which ran the D 
camp this year. AE | 

Our photo shows 4 
Berbers Xavier | p 7 
(left) from me. 
Belgium, Karen = 
Glazebrook from b5 § 


Cambridge and T 
Ta 


Biedermen lke 

from Germany. 

The North of the River Rally, hosted this 
year by Watford Ladies Branch, attracted 
over 130 members and friends. In her 
speech Jean Whiteman, Regional Chairman, 
challenged the gathering to be prepared for 
Toc H to change as it entered the 21st 
century. After an international folk-dance 
entertainment and a sumptuous tea, the 
closing Act of Worship was led by the Rev. 
Colin Rudd. (See back page for advance 
notice of the 2000 Rally). 
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For the fourth year running Wolverhampton 
Branch arranged a ‘Remembrance’ on 11th 
November. Starting at 10-45, at St Peter's 
Church, it offers an opportunity for quiet 
and private memories. The first half is 
devoted to the past and finishes just 
before 11-0, to coincide with the maroon 
and bugle sounded by the British Legion 


IN BRIEF 


outside. The second half then looks 
forward to the future and hopes of peace. 
This year it featured some of Mike 
Lyddiard's work. Over 120 attenders 
indicated how much this is appreciated. 


Chard Branch has finally had to shut up 
shop after 61 years of devoted service to 
the town. One member, Sidney Hawker, 
has been a member for its entire life, 
having been a founder member! One 
widely known member of the branch was 
‘Doc’ Fawcus, a local G.P with whom, in 
earlier years, Tubby had worked in the 
Bermondsey Boys Club. He was much 
loved in the area, and Tubby called him 
‘St Luke of Somerset’. The branch's final 
act was to fix a commemorative plaque 
to the boundary wall of his old home. 
(see Letters page too). 


This Christmas saw a repeat of the very 
successful project held in 1998 at Bedale, 
N Yorks. In conjunction with the ‘Big Sheep 
and Little Cow’ farm, a team of volunteers 
worked with local children, aged 8 to 11, to 
produce a full Nativity Play - preparing the 
stage, costumes and so forth. Unlike most 
other nativity plays however, this one 
featured a real baby, Samuel Robinson, 
and real animals! (see photo) 


An Inspiration 

Can we say ‘three cheers’ to Toc H, 
past and present, for its wonderful 
achievements. No one really knows 
how much has been done for so many 
people by so few. | can only speak 
about the care, compassion, loyalty 
and humour shown to myself and the 
elderly over a mere 20 years. Toc H 
has been the highlight at Christmas 
and the New Year with marvellous 
entertainment, home-made food, 
sherry, a gift for everyone, magicians, 
musicians and carols round the piano. 


The last two years have been extra 
special for us, as the residents of 
Ashman Place and Essex Close have 
joined us in our common room. Toc H 
brought people together, despite us being 
only a short joumey apart, and what a 
pleasure it was, talking about old times. 


Some of the Toc H members were older 
and frailer than those on the receiving 
end of their parties. What nights they 
have tumed out of their warm homes 
to fetch and return the public to these 
parties, but it was always done with a 
lovely smile and pleasure. We shall miss 
them all but agree it is time they looked 
after themselves and enjoyed a much- 
eamed rest. 


They have been a credit and example 
to the town of Chard. We admire them 
and appreciate every minute they 
have looked after us. We therefore 
wish them everything they deserve - 
a peaceful, happy and healthy future. 
Toc H members are an inspiration. 


Jacky Hosken (warden) and tenants 
Bradfield Way, 

Hervey Road and Kenyon Close 
Chard, Somerset 


Lindridge Millennium Quiz 

May |, through your columns, express 
thanks to the many branches and 
individuals who supported the Quiz 
promoted by the South West Region in 
aid of the ambitious project to develop 
‘the Old Barn’ at Toc H Lindridge. We 
are delighted to say that we have 
received over £1,650 as a result. 


We would also like to thank the many 
people who have written in with letters 
of encouragement. The Quiz obviously 
provided a lot of amusement and 


challenge, both inside and outside the 
movement. We were able to ‘tell the 
story’ to people who would otherwise 
never have heard or thought about 
Toc H. One lady wrote: “Completing 
the Quiz took two meetings and some 
more! Friends were kept occupied on a 
train journey which gradually involved a 
carriage of people.” One member from 
Kidsgrove particularly took the project 
to heart, selling some £80 worth and 
encouraging many more. 


Congratulations to the eventual winners: 
First Prize (£100) 

Mr S Baker of St Budeaux, Plymouth. 
Second Prize (£50) 

Miss Yvonne Kershaw of Taunton branch 
Third equal (£25) 

(With so many entries we increased 

the number from 4 to 6) 

Mrs W M Baugh of Newark, Notts. 

Mr Bob Jasper of Beaminster, Dorset 
Mrs M Hoyle of Clacton-on-Sea, Essex 
Mr J M Hicks of Northampton 

Marion Hicks of Street, Somerset 

Alan and Lynn Morton of Wantage, Oxon 


Copies of the ‘answers sheet’ were sent 
to all who submitted entries. They are 
also available to anyone interested, on 
receipt of a stamped addressed envelope. 


John Edwards 
Joint Regional Treasurer 
South West Region. 


Looking after ourselves 

As we understand the Charter, we do 

not raise funds for other organisations 
and this branch has been meticulous in 
fundraising for Toc H only. It has always 
been a source of disquiet that much is 
made of money raised for other groups 

in Pont 3. If such publicity is given to this 
fundraising, the question has to be asked: 
“Have we got it wrong over the years?" 


Toc H has always come first with this 
branch and, while we appreciate that 
other branches do a lot of good for 
other groups, surely the movement 
should come first with them? 


Jenni Ashworth 
Caister, Norfolk 


Thanks for the spectacles 

| have been overwhelmed by receiving 
two large cardboard boxes containing 
254 pairs of spectacles from North 


Walsham branch. These, ! know, were 
collected by many members. May | 
thank you all. The spectacles will be 
graded by our Council for the Blind and 
then distributed to rural areas by 
Landrover. You can imagine the joy on 
the faces of villagers as their vision 
improves, especially as buying a pair 
out here costs several thousand 
Zimbabwe dollars. 


| also receive parcels of jumpers from 
Sheffield branch. These go to babies 
whose mothers die in childbirth. 


Thelma Bryan 
Harare, Zimbabwe 


Toc H Shops 

| feel | must write to correct the 
misleading picture presented about 
Toc H shops in the Trustees report to 
Central Council, summarised in 
December Point 3. This states that 
shops are not yet generating the 
planned income, and (in his verbal 
report) the Hon. Treasurer said the 
results are disappointing. 


It is important that readers understand 
that this refers only to the two 
centrally-run shops. In contrast, the 
two shops run by local members 

(in Kempston and Wendover) are 
most successful. The Kempston shop 
has made a profit of over £110,000 

in 10 years. 


To add to the confusion, the accounts 
show no income at all under the heading 
‘Canteen, shops and hostellers’. The 
Hon Treasurer has explained that this 
was a special item referring, in the past, 
to our Services Clubs and shops in 
Germany, and that it is therefore not 
correct to enter local shop income 

here. However, it is a pity that this 
tends to re-inforce the false picture 

that shops are not producing income for 
Toc H. They are. 


Despite several requests to the Hon. 
Treasurer and the CEC for shop income 
to be shown as a separate item in the 
accounts, and not lumped in with 
Family Purse (giving a false impression 
of membership giving), it still hasn't 
been done. 


Jack Turner 
Kempston. 


Audrey Varley, of Bramley Branch, died 
in September aged 87. Her love of Toc H 
stretched from the 1930s when she 
became a member of the League of 
Women Helpers, working at Red House, 
Leeds (the Poor Man's Lawyer) and with 
homeless people at St. George's Crypt. 
She was formerly treasurer of Leeds 
Ladies Branch, where over the years she 
held every office, and she was also a 
district representative. Her knowledge of 
Toc H was evident for all to see. Audrey 
will be truly missed for her love and 
dedication to the movement. DW 


Myrtle Betts, of Elmstead Market 
Branch, died in November. She was a 
member for over 25 years and always 
lived her life as a true and loving member, 
right to the end. She was a very efficient 
secretary and dear friend to us all. She 
has left an empty space which will be 
hard to fill. Myrtle was a very special 
person - and we will miss her. WH 


David Fordyce, of Selkirk Branch, died 
in December. He was an active person 
who gave his talents freely to the work 
of the branch. JB 


Bill Tuffin, who died in December, joined 
Chard Branch in 1974 and served as 
Chairman and, more recently, Pilot. He 
was always to be relied upon in the 
branch, as well as by the Lyme Bay 
District of which he was Chairman for 
many years. DT 


OBITUARIES 


Winifred Moorhouse Linthorpe 


In August 


TRIBUTES 


Robert ‘Bob’ Birtwhistie of Great Harwood 
Branch died in November aged 81. He had 
been a member of Toc H for 48 years, and 
branch secretary for over 40. He was an 
extremely kind and considerate man, 
always happy to lend a helping hand, not 
only in the branch, but to all in need. He 
will be sadly missed by his many friends in 
the branch and the town. GC 


Eddle Rippin, of Long Eaton Joint 
Branch, died in October. He had only 
been a member for a short time, but he 
fitted into the life of Toc H very easily. 
He knew the Old House well and all that 
it stood for, and he is sadly missed by 
the branch members. FK 


The Rev John Roberts, MBE, who died in 
December, aged 90, was the much loved 
Padre of Falmouth Branch for the past 
fifteen years. After an early seafaring 
career, he was ordained but always 
managed to serve in parishes linked to 
the sea, and went to Falmouth in 1962 
as Chaplain to the Missions to Seamen. 
He also served as Hon Chaplain to many 
other local organisations, but always 
found time to give the branch his 
company and his anecdotes. TR 


Fred Pateman's passing in November 
came as a shock to the members of 
Buckingham Branch. He had been 
chairman and a very active member, 
undertaking many fund-raising projects. 
He will be missed. DB 


Margaret Henry MBE, for many years an 
active secretary of the women’s branch 
in Santiago, Chile, died in December in 
Tavistock. Margaret was on the staff of 
the British Embassy in Santiago. In 
retirement she lived in Tavistock and 
kept up her Toc H membership faithfully 
to the end of her long life. EW 


Rochdale Women's Branch were shocked 
and saddened by the sudden death of 
their secretary Irene Westgate, in 
December. She was a very kind and 
friendly person; an active 84 year old 
who had been branch secretary for the 
past 20 years. She helped Toc H on 
many occasions, in a cheerful and willing 
way. Rochdale Branch will be very lost 
without her. BK 


Marlan Evans died early in January at 
the grand old age of 102. She had 

been a very active member of 
Stourbridge Branch until its closure, and 
was instrumental in starting several 
branches in the Worcestershire District. 
She was always fair-minded and 
enthusiastic, and gave friendly 
encouragement to new members who 
were willing to take office. JN 


Frances Anderton, who died on Boxing 
Day, was a member of Parkhurst Ladies 
Branch on the Isle of Wight. She was 

a lovely lady, and a very active member 
who always had a good word to say 

to everyone. SH 


Thinking of the 
Eternal Realities - No 2 


Padre Douglas Bridge-Collins, of Orston Branch, has sent 
us a number of short reflections on the Eternal realities, 
with the focus on Meditation. This Is the second. 


Meditation transcends barriers of religion, culture and 
nationality. It can be practiced by Christian, Hindu, Moslem, 


Confucian, and others. This particular writing comes from 
a Christian background and that must be borne in mind by 
the reader. Nevertheless it has been said that at the 


deepest or highest levels of meditation the experiences of 
the Ultimate are very similar. The One whom we come to 
know may appear in many guises and Infuse all thought- 
forms. Sometimes He is transparent to those who seek 
Him. At other times He seems tantalisingly unknowable. 


We may feel like the prophet who said “truly you are a god 


who hides yourself". Or we may feel more like Carl Jung in 
his remark “I don't believe, 1 know". 


The hiddenness of the Ultimate and His openness are 


both truths to be discemed and savoured. 


David Fordyce Selkirk ‘Glyn' Owen Cheltenham 
Frederick Pateman Buckingham 
in September Elisabeth Pollard Southport 
Hilda Leppard Parkhurst John Roberts Falmouth 
Audrey Varley Bramley Eva Shaw Huddersfield 
Olive Strugnell Downend 
In October William Tuffin Chard 
‘Eddie’ Rippin Long Eaton Irene Westgate Rochdale 
‘Dilys’ Stewart Cardiff 
In January 
In November Marian Evans S.Staffs and 
Myrtle Betts Elmstead Wulfrun 
Margaret Henry S.Devon Anthony Parker Swindon 
Henry Hodge Stockport Freda Rust Hythe 
Kathleen Teakle Cheltenham 
In December 
Frances Anderton Parkhurst Not previously recorded 
Robert Birtwistle Great Edna Patrick Broadlands 
Harwood Frederick Purser Kempston 
Dorothy Hoyle Falmouth Joe’ Traxler Melton 
Edward Hudson Newport Mowbray 
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The following holidays/events 
in the first half of 2000 
are warmly open to all. 


LEISURE WEEKENDS 

3-5th March and 9-11th June, 

Hosted by Marjorie Berry. 

Whether you enjoy playing bridge, or exploring the 
beautiful countryside, you will be equally welcome. 
Basic price £75. 


SPRING PAINTING WEEK 

8-14th April. 

Tutor: David Easton. Suitable for both the 
experienced artist and the beginner. 
Basic price: £225 (includes tuition) 


PAINTING IN ALL MEDIA 

14-19th May 

Tutor: David Newbould. 

Basic price £195 (includes tuition). 


THE BREW HOLIDAY WEEK 

24 June-1st July 

Good food, good company, a chance to discover 
the countryside, and enjoy a theatre trip 

Basic price: £225. 


For details contact Bill Pepper on 01629-822316. 


THANK YOU... and PLEASE 


Point 3 is sent, FREE, to all members, because the 
CEC is convinced it is an essential communication 
tool. However we do invite donations. 


A good number of branches and members have 
made donations towards the costs during 1999. 


To you, we say a big thank-you - and we do hope 
you may feel able to repeat it during 2000, because 
the running costs go on! 


To those who have not yet felt able to contribute, 
we do ask that you try to send something - even 
if only to cover the postage. 


NOTE - THE 30TH 
SEPTEMBER 2000 


For those near London, The North of the River Rally 
in 2000 will be hosted by Buckingham Branch. The 
date will be 30th September, which is two weeks 
earlier than the usual October Saturday. We hope all 
regulars will note the earlier date and keep it free... 
... and for those further North, there is to be a 
major event - a Festival of Light - in York. More 
details later but please book the date. 


HCE 


Designed and Printed by HE&A London 0171-831 7076 


TOC H POCKET BOOK 


A new edition of the Toc H Packet Book, full of 
useful information, prayers, and up-to-date 
addresses, will shortly be available from Central 
Services. The cost is 20p. 


For individual orders postage stamps are 
acceptable - for larger orders please make 
cheques payable to ‘Toc H’. 


RECRUITING FOR 
EVENTS IN 2000 


At this time of year we need help from members in 
distributing 30,000 flyers advertising our programme 
for 2000 (and 8000 copies of the printed programme 
itself) into the hands of interested people. If you can 
help get them into a school, college, jobcentre, library, 
youth club or any other suitable venue, please contact 
your Event co-ordinator for a supply. 


The Event Co-ordinators as at 1/1/2000 are: 


S.W.Region: Pam Bishop, 3 Cory Road, Taunton, 
Somerset TA2 7HZ tel: 01823 - 331927 


N.Wales and N.West Region: Darrell Christie, 51 Eaton 
View, Moulton, Northwich. Cheshire CW9 8PJ. 

N.East Region, Scottish Region, Mid-East Region: 
Suzanne Dunwell, 31 Otterbeck Way, Aiskew, 

Bedale, N.Yorks DL8 1XL 

tel/fax: 01677 - 425152. Email: TOCHSD@aol.com 


West Midlands and South Wales Region, South-East 
Region, Southern Region: Lesley Whittaker, 

7 Wymering Avenue, Oaklands Estate, Wednesfield, 

Wolverhampton, WV11 2PH tel/fax 01902 - 721854 


Calligraphers Needed 


From this year on, we plan to give certificates to 
every volunteer who attends a Toc H Event. 


The certificates will have standard wording, but 

we then have to add in the Event, and the name 
of the volunteer. If we receive offers of help from 
any keen calligraphers, we hope to do this in ink, 
rather than print. Please contact the Editor. 


EDUCATIONAL PACKS 


An Educational Pack is to be produced shortly, 
aimed at 11-16 year olds. It will be available to 
be introduced to schools from September 2000. 
The pack is to be linked with the Schools 
National Curriculum on the social aspects of 
the Citizenship Charter. 


For more information contact Chris Williams (CEC) 
or John Dunwell (Development Officer). 


